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Rellglous

Chnst1an Coahtlon :

voter guides are
legal ]udge rules

By RICHARD L. BERKE

The NewYorkTrmes Pt ',”..:

WASHINGTON A federal Judge» '
handed the Chnstlan Coalltlon avic-
-rejecting* - most- .-

tory - yesterday,
chargesina lawsult that accused the
. group of 1llegally distributing millions

of voter guides and malhngs to pro-.

mote Republican candidates. . y

*Federal District' Judge Joyce Green
took issue with:the Federal Election-
Commtss:on, which in filin eg the law-

suit three years'ago argued that the

_coalition’s non-partisan posture was
a*sham. She dismissed. ‘charges thiat

the organization sought to .improper-
ly help.candidates, including former

President George Bush and Sen. Jes-

se Helms of North Carolma, through

1ts";lnterdture, telephone banks and
other efforts.”
- But. Green ruled that the group

. must’ pay a civil penalty — as yet.un-
i—"fof: advocating ‘the -
. election..of: Rep. :Néewt"Gingrich " of -
Georgia during his’1994 drive to be- -

determined .

come Housé speaker Shie also ruled

.. that the caalition lmplroperly ‘shared
e:Senate cam- :

aignitin 1994 of Oliver North, a ma:~ -wil
or:figure'in the Iran-contra affau'_.‘.
. who i now 4.talk radio. Eersona lity. -
: ng'was wel- -
-;v,come news for:the coalition, the larg-.
 est'organizatiof ‘of rehglous conser-
vatives,- which’ has’ been riven by -

- deép financial problems nd Ieader-:

its mallmg list with 't

~Still;, thé“overall ru

slnp turmoil:. 3
" In Juhé-the coalition’ acknowledged
that its “application. to* the Internal

'Revenue Service for tax-exémpt sta- -
tushad not been’ approved dnd that -
the organization' Would reorgdnizé in
* outside group, But she said the coah» .
«_tlon did not: appear to‘cioss that line." -

a move-to refam its ‘influénce. The

- IRS ‘action is separate Irom the courtllf

rulm%l yesterday. - o
1

sisa declsxve vrctory for First

(Y OllPS

federal issues,” Pat! Robertson, - the -

television evangelist who founded the

group in 1989, said in an interview.
‘Roit Hams, a‘spokesman for the

; election commission, said the .group
- still was reviewing the ruling, -

.Advocates of tightening campaign -

finance laws. argued that the verdict
1'encourage othier organizations to . .

bend and stretch the laws by trying !

. ! to.help candidates but hot reporting -

their-efforts as independent expendr-

._tures or m-kmd contributions, .\ v

““This:'i§ - certainly anather.” large

‘piece of plaster which’is falling off -
. the ceiling of- campal%n finance'regu-
- lation,” said Robert.

auer,.a‘Demo: .
cratic lawyer who- speclalrzes in; cam-

'palgn finance law. -

- Green offered a detarled defrmtlon

- of what cohstitiites i improper. Coordi- "

nation between'a' ‘campaign and an

‘“A’ corporation’s. mere announce-

group cleared of most charges ;

: Amendment freedonl for all
~ that. want to mvolve themselves in

dlstnbute thousands of voter gmdes
on the Sunday before Election Day,
even if that information is not yet
public, is not enough to be coordina-

: tion,”.she'ruled.

But Green also said one reason the
coalition did not act improperly was

-"because the Bush camﬂalgn refused

1

e

1ts entreatles dunng the 1992 cam- .

he suit brought agamst the coali-
tlon took aim at one of .its most effec-
tive = and conttoversial'— organiz-

-ing tobls: the millions of voter guides |

that- list ‘candidates’ ‘records onas-

- sorted issues. The suit asserted that

‘while the guides distributéd between
1990:ahd 1994 did'n6t expressly ad-
vocate the election or, defeat of candi-
: dates; legal questwns ‘arose because

- the coalition.coordinated the distribu- |

tion and ‘contént,of the‘gutdes't

The suit resuited from.a’ four-y +
%l)ury by the FEC:that was prompt-

complaints from the Democrat- |-

lational Committee and the ers :

_.ment to t e cam;)algn that lt plans to gxma Democrahc Party RN

o fa ) -
'_,vor Eartncular candidates: ...




