
Cbristian Coalition
voter guides are
legal,
By RICHARDL. BERKE , •
The York Times ' • ; "

WASHINGTON ^ Afederal judge
handed the Christian Coalition a yic-
toiy yesterday, rejecting' ' m'ort
charges in a lawsuit that aiccuised the
grpup of illegallydistHbiiting millions
of voter guides and niailihgs to pro-.:
mote Republican.candidates. ;'; vv

FederalDistrictJudge Joyce Greeh
took issue with' the Federal Election
Commission/which in filing the law
suit three-years'ago ar^ed; that the
coalition's! non-partisan p()stur& was
a shamv She dismissed charges that
the organization sought to iiiipropei*-
ly help candidates, including former
President George Bush and Sen. Jes^
se Helms of North Carolina; through
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its literdture, telephone banks; and
other effortsl \ \ ' ' •
. But Green ruled that the group

must'pa)^ a civil penalty as yetun-
determineci .— foi; ;'advocating the
election, of Rep: -Niwt-' Gihg^ of
Geb^ia diirihg his1^94 dHve to be
come House speaker She also ruled
that the cqalition imprpperly shared
its mailing list with .'the Senate cam*.
pdigh!in 1994 pf Oliver Nprth, a ma^
jpr;figure: in the Irah-cbntra affair,
who isnpw radip derspnali^^^^

Stillivth^ 'overall ruling'was wel-
/Cpnlejnews for'th^^ c^ the larg-•
estjofgani2atibii'of religio
yatives. Which l^as- been riven by
deep^lihanciai. ;p]rdbleinis :and leader
ship ttirmoilrtf-^^^^^^:^;/;'-'-

IriJune the coalition acknowledged
that^ its application, to''the ihtemal
Revenue Servlce'fdr taic-exempt sta^
tii§ had iiot been appirpyed dnd that
the^p^anizatipn^^puld'repiganize i
a niipve to'-t^fain 'its influence. The
IRS 'actipn is separate<frpm the cPiirt
ruling yesterdiEiy.\ '>' ' ^ •; ;

*This,is a decisive ^iptp^^^
-y'rv : \ 'y, .vv -

Amendment freedpni for all groups
that want to involve themselves in
federal issues," Pat' Robertson, the
television evangelist who founded the
grpupin 1989^ saidinan interview. :

•Rpn Harris,' a^sppkesman fpr the
electipn cpmmissipn, said the grpup
^11 Was reviewing theruling;

.AdVPCates of tightening campaign ,
finance laWs. argued thk the verdict'
Will encourage other organizations to
bend and stretch the laws by trying '
to.help candidates but hot reporting
their efforts as independent expendi-:
tUres or in-kind contributions. • ; ? . #

'Vrhis: is certainly anqther la^e
piece of plater which is falling off
theceiling ofcampaign firiance:re^f ,:
latioh,^Vsaid Robert.BaUCr, a Demoi' :
cratic lawyer who specializes in.cani- ;
paignfinance laW^ f : '• ' •
- Green offered a detailed definition •

ofwhat cohstittites improjper.Cbordi-'
nation between a c^paigh and ati i
outside grpup. But she saidthe cpali^ ^
tiph did npt ai}^ear to:cross that line.

"• "A coloration's mere announce- •
menttP the campaign that it plans tp ,

A3

distribute thpusands of voter guides
on the Sunday before^ Election Day,
even if that information is not yet
public, is not enoughto be coordina
tion,", she'ruled.

But Green also said bne reasPn the
cpalitipn did npt act imprpperly was
because the Bush campaign refused
its entreaties during the 1992 cam
paign.
. The suit brought against the coali
tion took aim at Pne pf its mpst effec
tive —' and cpntrpversial'— prganiz-
ing tPbls: the milliPhs Pf vpter guides
that list 'candidates' recprds pn as-
sprted issues, the suit asserted that
while the guides diistributed between
1990-aiid =1994 did npt expressly ad-
vpcate the electipri:prdefeatpf candi
dates^legal'questibris>arpse because
the coaiitiPii CPbrdihat^d the distribur
tipn and cpntent'bf the)glides tpfar
vpr particular candidates; i.V; •• - ' '

The suit resulted frpm a .fpur-ye^
inquiry by the FECthat was prpihpt-
ed by cPihplaints frpm the Democrat
ic Nation^ Cpmmittee and the yir^^
giniaDempcratic Party. • '


